Landstul-Ramstein:  From Farm field to Airfield
In 1950, as a result of the Cold War threat of the Soviet Union, the United States was rapidly expanding its air forces, announcing an increase in the number of combat wings from 48 in 1950 to 95 by June 1952.

In April 1951, German surveyors visited the area in the company of French officers. The local farmers protested the construction of a hard-surface airfield which would entail the loss of much of their land, and they demonstrated in Mainz, the capital of the Rhineland-Palatinate. Despite this vigorous opposition, the French occupational authorities began the construction of a modern airfield at the end of June 1951.

Many workers were brought in to build the new base, and the village of Sembach took on the character of a boomtown. Construction continued around the clock through the use of nighttime illumination. The pouring of the 8,500-foot concrete runway was begun early in September 1951 and was finished by the end of the month. The taxiways were completed by the close of the year.

Although the Air Base was constructed in the French Zone of Occupation under French direction, it was built to be used by NATO forces and was, moreover, intended to be an American Air Base from the beginning. On 1 September 1951, U.S. authorities officially took over the construction site from the French and named it Sembach Air Auxiliary Field.

During the remainder of the winter, the control tower, hangars, repair shops and other buildings were built along the taxiway. With the building of munitions bunkers to the east of the flightline and a road connecting the taxiway to the B-40 in April 1952, the construction of the flightline area was finished.

In the middle of April 1952, the residents of Sembach learned that the land to the north of the now completed flightline was to be used for the construction of multi-story barracks and office buildings. On April 22, officials began to survey the land that was to be built upon.

The farmers joined forces and forcibly hindered the surveyors, injuring one of them. On April 23, 1952, the Chief of the State Chancellery personally visited Sembach and promised the farmers that he would do all that he could to protect their rights. The Sembach farmers were not convinced, and on 28 April, they again denied the surveyors entrance to their fields.

Despite these efforts, the land was successfully surveyed in August 1952. In September, the Minister President of the Rhineland-Palatinate announced that the government had offered an alternative to the site for the planned construction. Shortly afterward, the French occupation authorities agreed to build on the Heuberg, a sandy area of comparatively little agricultural value located approximately a mile from the flightline.

With this announcement, and everyone being satisfied, Sembach became a center of activity once more, and construction of the administrative area of the base began in October 1952. Over 2500 workers worked day and night operating bulldozers, dump trucks and cement haulers. The barracks and administrative buildings were completed in the spring of 1953.

---Original Message-----

From: gerhard.moroff@t-online.de [mailto:gerhard.moroff@t-online.de] 

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2012 7:42 AM

To: Wueschner, Silvano A Civ USAF USAFE 86 AW/HO

Subject: First jets at Landstuhl

Dear Silvano,

First and beforemost I apologize for my pathetic reaction on the phone.You caught me off guard and my English skills are in dire need of improvement. Meanwhile, a bit of digging has produced the following information:

In Michael Geib’s and Claudia Gross’s ‘treasure cove’ (the RamsteinDocu Center) are several folders with paper copies of documents concerning the construction of USAFE bases in 1951-52 as well as personal papers. One of those folders included a section titled “General Strother and the Twelfth Air Force 1951-1953” (Maj Gen Dean C. Strother was commander of Twelfth Air Force 16 Mar 1951 through 20 Nov 1953). A paragraph dealt with the Twelfth Air Force’s base construction program. There it was stated that Landstuhl was established as an Air Force installation on 5 Aug 1952 (the same information as in Harry Fletcher’s “Air Force Bases outside the U.S.” on p. 139). Elements of Company A, 862nd Engineer Aviation Battalion arrived from Rhein-Main as early as 29 January 1952 to build a tent camp for the main body which was to amend construction commenced by the French. They built taxiways, airfield lighting and roads. 

Some paragraphs later the same source states that six F-84Es of the 527th FBS landed on 2 March but stayed only until 4 March due to construction limits. Another six aircraft, again from the 527th FBS arrived on 17 March and stayed through 10 April. According to this source, elements of the 525th FBS operated from Landstuhl from 17 March through 30 April and again of the 527th FBS 9 May through 3 June and from the latter day in squadron strength. The official movement dates according to the squadron histories in the AFHRA files, the Maurer Maurer and Harry Fletcher books are 1 Aug 1952 for 526th and 527th FBS and 20 Nov 1952 for the 525th. This is not necessary a contradiction as a permanent change of station wasn’t considered complete until the ground echelon had taken residence. I failed to retrieve another source from which I had the information that the first jets flew in indeed on 2 March and the first jet from Neubiberg was F 84E 49-2133 flown by the 527th FBS commander Lt Col George B Simler (from June 1952 c/o of the 86th FBG). I have a microfilm with the aircraft record cards of FY 49. While those cards aren’t always accurate and sometimes woefully incomplete, the card of 49-2133 has an entry claiming it was present at Landstuhl of 10 April 1952 (coincidentally the end of the second deployment period. Cards of other 86th FBW F-84s have entries of 4 April. In all cases the planes returned to Neubiberg for a while before making the final move. This also supports the statement that the 86th FBW sent aircraft to Landstuhl before the official relocation date.

Another of the Docu Center’s folders contains historical data of Twelfth Air Force including the first half of 1952. An Operations Order 12-52 is mentioned there which directed the 86th FBW to deploy one fighter-bomber squadron to Landstuhl on 1 March. While this apparently was not possible due to insufficient construction progress, Twelfth Air Force was certainly eager to get the new bases operational.

There was also a ‘sideshow’.You may also be aware of the fact that there were tenant units at Landstuhl in spring 1952. The 137th FBW, a federalized ANG wing from Alexandria AFB, LA was earmarked to take residence at Chaumont in France. However, the French government hesitated to allow the beddown, fearing communist opposition. Therefore, two of its squadrons, the 125th and 127th FBS operated from Landstuhl for about a month between their arrival in May 1952 and the final beddown at Chaumont (the 128th FBS, its third squadron flew temporarily from Neubiberg). This wing which returned to state control on 10 July 1952 and was replaced with the 48th FBW (today at Lakenheath) flew F 84Gs the final version of the straight-wing Thunderjet whereas the 86th FBW (and the 36th FBW) operated the earlier F 84E variant (there is a little error in the file “Doc2”: the 86th FBW never flew the swept-wing F 84F Thunderstreak which, despite its similar designation was a different aircraft. The 86th converted from F 84E Thunderjest to F 86F Sabre day fighters. The first F-86Fs arrived on 14 April 1953 for the 527th FBS and the conversion of all squadrons was completed by late July. The all-weather capable F-86D version with its distinctive radar nose arrived in late July 1954 with the 440th and 496th FIS. However, these two squadrons initially reported to Twelfth Air Force and not to the 86th FIW (redesignated as such on 9 Aug 1954).The wing received it first own D models (for the 526th FIS) in late August 1954. This information is from the wing history folder at Maxwell. There are also articles and photographs in Stars & Stripes.

Hope this helps. 

Best regards to you and your family

Gerhard

I am wondering what exactly are you celebrating the arrival of 6 planes on 2 March, as Four (4) F-84E Thunderjets (86 FTW) participated in a combined infantry artillery training exercise with the 2nd Armored Division at Baumholder on 11 February 1952.  Large parts of the Baumholder Post had been in American hands since 1951. 
As we know, the  6 jets that landed on the 2nd returned to Neu Bieberg on the 4th because of the construction going on at the time.  
In late January six officers and fifteen airmen were placed on temporary duty to Landstuhl for a period of 15 days.  The purpose of the assignment was to set up a “Jet Instrument Let Down” for operation of jet air craft from that airfield.

During the latter part of January a survey trip took place (to Landstuhl AB) by the Chiefs of the Supply and Transportation Branches.  The reason for the visit was to acquire information for the contemplated move of one detachment to the field.  

Elements of Company A, 862nd Engineer Aviation Battalion arrived from Rhein-Main as early as 29 January 1952 to build a tent camp for the main body which was to amend construction commenced by the French. They built taxiways, airfield lighting and roads.
On 17 February 1852, Detachment 1, Headquarters 86 Fighter-Bomber Wing, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Clyde M. Burwell arrived at Landstuhl Air Base (AB) to supervise the construction of the facilities on what currently consists of the Ramstein flight line and facilities south of Kisling Memorial Drive.  Accompanying aircraft of the advanced party required security fencing etc.
On 21 February, 1052 The Chief of the Supply Branch, accompanied Col. John Chennault, the Commander of the 86th FBW, and the Commander of the 86th Maintenance Supply Group along with members of the 86th Fighter-Bomber Wing staff to Landstuhl Air base, following the arrival of the 86th FBW Advanced team.  (very likely using the transport plane seen in the postcard at the Docu Center).

On 25 Feb 1952 it was announced that plans for moving to Landstuhl Air Force Base had been postponed.
And as we know six air craft  arrived on 27 March and stayed through 10 April.  Planes rotated in and out until the official move to Landstuhl.  One of the first accidents took place on 13 June when the engine of AC 763492, 527 FBS, piloted by Capt. Clair P. Chennault, exploded on the runway.  Chennault, the brother of the Wing Commander and the Son of Maj. Gen Chennault (Flying Tigers/14th AF) escaped unharmed.
And then there were the tenants – waiting to go to France.
