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3 7 TROOP CARfi I F UAD ON, AAF D 5 J u y 19

3 16TH TROOP C ',RRI R GRO F , A"
O FICE CF T I TFLLIG NCE OFFICER

APO 133, cjo O.S. Army,5 July 194 .

SU JECT: Unit Pistory

TO : Group Historian, 16th T.C. Group, AAF

1. Historical report for J ne --- 1944 .
(a) Organization : No change(b ) St r e n gt h : 7 7 Of f i c e r s

.
24 7 l . e _c Change n Station : o change

d Lo s s e s a c t i on : s , Jo h r o er
e Awa r d s . Non e

. Resu e :

Eighteen combat crews p rticipated in tre initi l in-invasion on D-Day . One of the very first squadro to
cross the inv sion coast; paratroops and parapacks ere drop-ped at 01 :57 hours on the 6th of June 1944. The mission was
a c omp l e t e s u c c e s s a nd a l l c r e s a nd p l a n e s r e t ur n e d s a f e l y .Se v e r a l p l a n e s we r e d a a g e d by f l a l a nd ,a ch i n e g un f i r e . Th efollo ing orning, 7 June 1944, thirteen planes were used todrop parapacks, conta ing a unition and rations for the tr-oops landed the mornin revious. ue to dense instrt ent
weather, three planes had to return to the base but the otherten planes c rried out he mission successfully . Five oft h e s e l a n e s e r e d a r ge d by a ch n e g f i r e a n d f l a k . Th e r e
was one personal in u y , the navig tor on one plane, CaptainJ o s e p h . Ri e g or a s woun d e d i n t h e l e f t l e g by e n emy f f r e ,and as t ken to the hospital to hav the bullet removed.Thirteen glider mechanics and glider pil ts ere tr-ansferred out f the squadron . The air cre S continued the rt r a.

i n g s c h e du l e r cv e r i n g i n s t r u e n t , f o r ma t i on a n d n a i ga t -ional flig ts, both day and night. On Thu sday , u e, nine
planes were used to deliver mail anc a unition, landir_g on
F r e n c h s o i l f or t h e f i r s t t me . On F r i da y , J u e , ' 5 mer b -e r s of t h e c omb a t c r ews , t e n Of f i c e r s a n d f i f t e e n . , we r e
ordered to return to the St tes on an extended leave for rest
and recuperation . These en ere ov rse s for 19 ont s and
h a d f r om 8 0 0 ov e r s e ::.s

f l y i n g h ou s u t o 16 0 h ou_r s , : i t h f i v e
c a m a i g n s b e h i n d t h em a n d ha d r n a we l l d e s e r v e d r e s t .
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?I T II STGRY, r TH TRO' P C :F r I P U DRO , 5 y r ? , c on t d . -

Te n P i l o t s :e r e r o o t e d f r o ^ e c ond t o F i s t Li u t en c t .Th e s cl dr on a d u t n t , F i r s t L e u t e n a n t Ar n i e A, ia k i , r s r o-mot e d t o Ca l t a i n a nd t h e x e c u t i v e of f i c e r f r o Ca t a i n t o a j or .So c i a l a c t i v i t i e s e r e a s f o l l o s : : e e l y d a.n c e s , t r p s t o
St r a t f or d on Av on a nd t o t he r a c e t r a ck c on t i nu e a s b e f or e .ov i e s on t h e p os t , t h r e n i gh t s -re ek l y a n d a n i gh t l 3 Li b r t y
Pu t o Le i c e s t e r a s t i l l. i n e f f ec t . Th e e t h r f or t h e r os t
p a r t ra s c o l d a n d d a mp . He a l t h a n mor a l e c on t i nu e c t o b e e -c e l l e n t . ?,'r i t e - u s on a l l c o b a t e r s on e l e r e b e i n g s e n t t oh o e t O rn L̀J S a P e r S . '

For the Squadron Com ander :

a
JI LLI L . C O ,Ca a i n , ,i r Cor ; s ,I n t e l l i g e n c e Of f i c -:r .

- -
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i : - r >:UNI T HI STORY, 3 TROOP C.̂,PRI ER S U1 ROt , ULY 4 4 , c ont td . -

Sheet No. 3, 'ar Diary . 37th T .C. S dron . Cottesmore, .Tonth of Ju e, 1944 . Prepared by : lst . Lt., Robert Roman , A.C .

Day EV NTS ,
1. Three planes were used for cross country and three were radio

checked n the morning . All afternoon and even schedules
c lled off on account of weather. Test No. A., B ., & C. on
aircraft identification was given to ail conbat officers by
S - personnel. Thi teen glider nechanics (

. .
) were tran-

s f e r r e d ou t of t h e s qu a dr on t o t h e 53r d T . C. ?!i n g .

. Instrument flying in the mornirg, one plane test-hopped and
t o pl nes cross country and return. ine planes were used
for for ation flying in the afternoon.

. All personnel :vere restricted to camp as of 09:00 hours. Ten
r a d i o op e r a t or s re r e c h e c k e d i n Re b e c c a t r a i n i n i n t he A. _' .Another trip to "tratford on Avon , Si ne gli er pil ts
were checked out in horsa gliders in the afternoon.

4 , One plane used for Radar flying, two planes cross cou try .2 glider pilots were transferred out of the squadron.

, Eighte n planes took off at 3 :15 hours, loaded with para-troops and parapacks, vhich were to be dropped over France
at 01:57 hours, 6 June 1944. Captain Shadwell, executive
officer, read messages from Gen. isenhovrer and Brig. Gen.Clark to all re ain.ng erso el.

6. All eighteen planes returned from thei drop ission over
Fr a n c e . Sev e r a l p l a n e s vrer e d a a g e d by a ch i n e gun f i r e
and flak, there were no personal n uries. All paratroo s
and parapacks were rele sed over DZ and the entire mission
was carried out successfully .

7. Thirteen planes were used to drop parapac s, containing
a unitions and rations for the troops landed esterday A. .Three planes had to return to base due to bad eather, the
other ten planes carried out their mission successfully .Five planes were da aged by mach ne gun fire and flak . The

, n vigator on one plane received a bullet ou d in his left
leg. There were no other casualities.

9. Two planes were test-ho ped and two were used to fly cross
c o t r y a n d r e t ur n . F i r s t Li e u t e n a n t A e ! . a k i , a d u t -
a n t , a s p r omo t e d t o Ca ;t a i n , e f f e c t i v e d a t e , 1 J un e 194 4 .

1 0 . Pa s s r e s t r i c t i on p a r t l y l i f t e d , a r t o f t h e c omb a t c r e em-bers were permitted tv go on the Liberty Run to Leicester.Three planes were transferred out of the squadron .
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JUNIT HISTORY , 3?

_
ROOP CAR IER SQUADRON, 5 LY r44, cont d . -

Sheet No, 4, ar Diary . 37th T.C. Scuadron. Cottesmore E .on t h of J e , 1 94 4 . Pr e pa r e d by : l s t . Lt . , Ro e r t Roma n , A. C.
Day EVENTS

,
11. scheduled flying this date. An a ate show was put on

at the NA I by members of the 316th T.C . Group, with the316th orchestra articipat g.
14 . One plane cross country and return . All personnel were pnr-

.
tted to leave camp fro 17 :00 hours to 06 ;00 hou s 15 ne1944 . Trucks left on the Liberty Run for eicester

at 18 :00hou s and ret rned at 2 : 0 hou s.
1 . Two lanes cross co try and return . Trucks left for Lei-cester at 18 :00 ho s and returned at 23 :00 hours.
19. Colonel Berger, Group Command ng Officer, presented the A r

edal to the follo i g named glider pilots for their partic-ipation in the Sicilian i vasion, in the initial stages:Se c ond Li e u t en a n t Lou i s A. r o i n g , F 0 Samu e l F i n e a n d
F/ 0 Ke n e t h A . t i t e .

22 . N ne planes rere used to deliver nail and amunition, landing
on F r e n c h s o i l f or t h e f s t t i e .

3 . N .n e p l a n e s r e t ur n e d f r om Nor ma ndy . Th e r e vra s g l i d er t ow i nthe morning and afternoon.
4 . 5 memb e r s of t he c omb a t c r e ws , t e n of f i c e r s a n d f i f t e en E. ? .ere ordered to return to the states on an extended leave for

rest and recuperation. Ther was a glider tow for ation fly-i i n t h e mor n i g . Th e f o l l owi ng n a med of f i c e r s e r e p r o-moted to the rank shown, per S. . 167 & 169, Hq. ETOUSA, dated15 & 17 June 1944

F/0 Browning, Louis A. TO nd Lt., ffective 1 June t44.2 nd Lt . J e k n s , a on d TO l s t Lt . , rr rr
n rr Hoon , ob e r t H. T rr n rr rr
n rr Ra r b ou , dmon d F . TO +r rr r n
'r " Da v i s , De a n 0 . TO r+ r rr rr
n El l i o t , . G. TO r rr n rr
n rr Pr i nd i b l e , lm. . TO n rr n n
n n ui , Robert T . TO " rr n
tr rr Ri c e , J u l i a n A. TO r+ 11 r
n tt Troth, Riley . TO n r+ n rr

Captai Cooney, Intelligence officer, gave a lecture onSecurity, stressing conduct and things to be reme bered es-picially on an extended leave.
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